
We have enjoyed meet-

ing the visitors to our 

course who have joined 

as trial members.  I have 

heard that many of them 

will be back for the sea-

son next year.  Hooray! 

 

With the successful sale of member guest golf 

cards in January, generating some $33K, we plan 

to level and fill in the baby pool.  When this has 

been effected, extra deck space will be available 

for our sun bathers and pool users as well as for 

those who will be attending upcoming spring and 

summer pool events.  The remaining funds from 

the sale will be placed in the club’s capital fund 

account.  The club’s first commitment and number 

one product is our golf course, therefore, the first 

commitment for capital expenditures will be for 

the purchase of equipment that is needed to main-

tain the course, which is so well done by Superin-

tendent Phillips and the grounds crew.  The pool 

should be open in May as scheduled. 

 

 

SPECIAL POINTS 

OF INTEREST 

AT THE CLUB 
 

 
Friday 

March 12th 
Glow Ball  

Tournament 
3:30 til . . .  

 
 
Every Friday 
at the club 
5 til 6:30 p.m. 
Member Lounge 
Dining:  $9.95 
Reservations 

 
Every Friday 

at the club 
this month 

4:30 til 6:30 p.m. 
well drinks @ 

half price 
 
Sunday 
March 14th 

Monthly Mixer 
Golf Tournament 
12:30 Shotgun 

 
Wednesday, 

March 17th 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Dinner Celebration 
Draft Beer 

@ half price 
 
 
 

 

March 2010 

 

 

    Golf Course Superintendent’s Message 

President’s Message  
 

Another month is gone and it is time to start think-

ing about better weather.  We have had a very 

busy golf and social month.  Congratulations to 

the winners of the club’s winter scramble as well 

as the LGA Memorial tournament.  Hats off to 

Bonney and her staff for all the fun and exciting 

food we have enjoyed. 

 

Your nominating committee, John Stack, Wanda 

Liphard, Bill Loll, John Leatherwood, and Rodney 

Jones, will be meeting in a few weeks to consider 

the nominees for new board members.  John Stack 

will chair the committee; and, the committee will 

have the proposed nominees to the board by the 

end of March.   Biographies will be published  in 

the newsletter, uploaded to the website, and posted 

on the bulletin board before we meet in May for 

the semi-annual proprietary meeting. 

All the best, 

Carol Whited Elliott 
 

Cas
ual 

Din
in

g 

Thursday 
March 25th  

6:00 til 7:30 p.m. 
Celebration 

Prime Rib Dinner 
Reservations  

Hello all. 

Every newsletter 

brings us closer to 

spring.  Another sign, 

at least in my mind, is 

our first application of 

spring and summer pre-emergent weed control.  

This application took place Wednesday the 24th 

of February. 

 

Probably, more noticeable than the actual fertil-

izer were the tire tracks left behind by the 

spreader truck.  Because our course drains so 

well, tire tracks are seldom an issue at RBCC.  

However, as we all know, we have received 

more rainfall than we ever needed this winter 

and the ground has simply become saturated 

with moisture.  But, no worries, soon warmer 

weather will increase evaporation rates, which 

will decrease soil saturation. 

 

Back to the spreading of pre-emergent fertilizer--

as I have said before, timing is everything.  

When we fertilize in February on dormant turf, 

our main goal is the application of pre-emergent 

weed control.  The secondary goal is the spread-

ing of fertilizer.  Because we buy fertilizer in 

bulk, I have the ability to purchase directly from 

the manufacturer and can order a particular fer-

tilizer coated with a specific material to release 

at a certain temperature.  This gives us the ability 

to apply our pre-emergent herbicide, which be-

gins to release now, as well as apply coated fer-

tilizer that will not release until soil temperatures 

warm.   

 
(Continued on page 4) 

Saturday & 
Sunday, 
March 20-21 
RBCC’s 33rd 
Annual Deep 
Freeze Golf 
Tournament 



March is typically the month we start to actively pursue new members.  The weather is 

better and the course is beginning to green up.  The membership committee and I have 

some ideas and programs to put in place, and we ask for your support as we try to grow 

our membership.  Stay tuned as more information will be coming soon. 

 

Some questions have been raised about how to proceed if your ball goes into the water 

hazards on hole #14 and if your ball is on or under the bridge.  I have posted notes on this 

subject in the ―From the Pro‖ section of our website at www.rockybayoucc.com.  Take a 

look, and see me if you have any further questions. 

 

Belated congratulations go to Blake Hardison on his Hole-in-One on #4 back on October 

28th, 2009.  Just a reminder to all members, if you have a hole-in-one, please sign the hole-in-one book that is 

behind the counter in the pro shop so we can properly recognize your achievement and add your name to the 

plaque in the clubhouse.  Also, if you are a member of our Hole-in-One Club, you will receive a credit of $3 

from each Hole-in-One Club Member toward your bill if you make an Ace, and you will be billed $3 when 

another Hole-in-One Club Member makes one.  See me for more details.  

 

One of the great things that we enjoy at Rocky Bayou is our excellent pace of play.  The pace of play issue to 

me is more about course etiquette and courtesy than it is about the number of players in a group.  As an overrid-

ing policy, courtesy and respect for other players should be emphasized by all club members.  At a private club, 

without a course marshal, this becomes even more important. The golf committee is reviewing pace of play 

issues and will be presenting some recommendations.  Below are a few of my thoughts on the subject: 

 

  All groups, regardless of size, should be able to play the course in 4 hours or less.   If the course is 

empty this can be relaxed, but all groups should be aware of faster players coming up behind them and take 

action quickly. 

 

 Players have the responsibility of keeping up with the group in front of them or allowing faster 

groups to play through. 

 

 Generally, your group is considered out of position on a par 4 or 5 if you have not teed off before the group in 

front of you has left the green.  This practice should be adopted by all players, regardless of the number of play-

ers in a group. 

 

That’s all for now.  I welcome any comments you may have on this topic or any others.    

Andy Potter, PGA Golf Professional and Club Manager 
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                    PGA Golf Professional and Club Manager’s Message 

The RBCC-LGA is accept-

ing sponsorships for the Queens 

of the Bayou Invitational golf 

tournament. Hole sponsorship 

signs for corporations begin at 

$100; individual and small busi-

ness sponsorships begin at 

$25. Contact Vicki Wilson at 678-

7418 or  

Wilson820@cox.net. 

Tournament participants come 

from the entire region; this is an 

excellent way to advertise your 

business and show support for our 

club.  For planning purposes, all 

donations are requested no later 

than March 20.  

     Membership Committee Report                    

As bad as the weather has been – I’m happy to 

report we are almost holding our own as far as 

membership goes.  Our current enrollment is 253, 

one less than last month.  But, our trial program 

continues to serve us well, and this month two of 

the trial members have decided to join RBCC.  

Please welcome: 

 

New Proprietary members – Edwin & Gail Cluck 

New Afternoon Members – James & Jean Kammeyer 

 

Our plan, if the weather starts cooperating, is to begin advertising our 

trial membership program around mid-March with the main push com-

ing around the first of April when the course starts looking lush.  

We’ll, also, focus on those guests playing in our upcoming open tour-

naments and events. 

 

And, don’t forget, our monthly Sunday Mixer as a relaxed and fun way 

to get your friends acquainted with our club and members.  We’re still 

the best golf course and deal around! 

Bob Weideman 

Chairman 

http://www.rockybayoucc.com/
mailto:Wilson820@cox.net
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We held our Annual Memorial Tournament 

along with Rally for the Cure on February 

23rd. Due to poor weather conditions, this 

tournament went from a two day to one day 

tournament. 

At last count, our contributions to the Cure 

were over $1,100!  Thanks, Ladies (along with 

a few Gentlemen)!  $180 was collected for the 

RBCC Scholarship Fund and $400 was collected for Crystal Tay-

lor, our server who is undergoing treatment for breast can-

cer.  You all have generous hearts, give yourselves a pat on the 

back. Thank you to Vicki Wilson and committee for a great job 

with the event. 

All our proceeds will be going to wonderful causes including breast 

cancer, scholarship fund, and to a friend in need. At the end of this 

article, we have listed the tournament winners.  

 

Plans are underway for our Invitational Tournament to be held 

April 6th.  Chairmen, Rosemary Monahan and Diane Barnhart, 

have been busy getting things in order. 

Sign up soon with a partner as the slots are filling up quickly!!!  

Items are still welcomed for our baskets we will raffle at the 

tournament. This is our only fundraiser for the year and it will 

(Continued on page 6) 

    LGA News 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello friends and neighbors, 
 
Thanks from the clubhouse staff for the con-
tinuing support and nice compliments we 
receive on the food we prepare and serve. 
 
Mardi Gras, which was put on by the club-
house committee, was a roaring success.  

Entertainment by “Suzi and Norris” and Mike Tisa, who played 
the piano, the saxophone, and the trumpet throughout the eve-
ning, kept the revelers on their feet til late in the nite.  
 
Just a reminder of the Friday Night Happy Hour $9.95 dinner 
specials. We will keep these specials going every Friday night 
along half priced well drinks. Make your reservations for member 
lounge dining by 2 o’clock Friday afternoon. 
 
In March, we will hold our Celebration Prime Rib Dinner on the 
fourth Thursday evening, March 25th.  Although, the dinner will 
be held a week and a day after Bobby Jones’s 108th birthday, we’ll 
celebrate anyhow with birthday cake and special wine prices.  
Remember, if its your anniversary or birthday during March, you 
will receive a free bottle of champagne at the Celebration Prime 
Rib Dinner on the 25th. 
  
St. Patrick’s Day was always a big deal in and around Boston 
where I was raised.  And, it will be this year at Rocky Bayou—
we’ll celebrate with a dinner on the 17th.  Beer will be offered at 
half price and leprechauns and gremlins will be out and about. 
 
As always we hope to continue providing you with great food and 
great service. 

Bon appétit, Bonney Hanson 

The Food and Beverage Department earned a 

six-month profit of $10K based on using the 

same  income and expense categories as have 

been used in determining profitability for the 

department during the past few years.  The 

clubhouse committee reports the following 

financials from the last fiscal year vs. this year’s proposed budget vs. 

this year’s six month results as follows:  

 

  Results  Proposed  Results  

  FYE  Budget FYE 7/1/09 -  

Description 6/30/09  6/30/10  12/31/09  

 

Sales  $292,973  $290,727  $165,812  

COGS  $171,329  $176,125  $107,191  

Expenses  $188,620  $159,438  $096,709 

  

NET  ($17,291)  $  16,687  $  10,483 

  

The clubhouse and pool financials are as follows: 

 

  Results  Proposed  Results  

  FYE  Budget FYE 7/1/09 -  

Description 6/30/10  12/31/09  6/30/09 

Expenses  $84,839  $84,839  $40,568 

  

According to information presented to the board of directors, the club 

will initiate a program to save approximately $2300 annually by sepa-

rating the trash and recyclables into separate bins—this job will be 

done primarily by the food and beverage department employees.  We 

have requested that the new bins not be placed in the public view. 

 

 
(Continued on page 6) 

    Clubhouse Committee Report 



“Going Green” 

The Winter Scramble last weekend had a 

good turnout, and I really enjoyed playing 

with Gary and Marianne-they make a good 

team. 

Coming up this month we have a GlowBall 

event planned for March 12th.  If you have 

never played in one, you don’t know what you are missing.  9 holes 

before it gets dark, dinner and beverages, then 9 holes after dark 

using ―glow in the dark‖ golf balls.  Glow sticks are hung on the 

flags and glow sticks are placed in the cups.  It’s like being on the 

golf course with shooting stars going off everywhere.  Reading putts 

can be a real challenge.  Sorry, but you can’t use flashlights or cart 

headlights.  My wife Marti (a non golfer) rode around with me dur-

ing one of Glow Ball tournaments and she had a good time.  She 

quickly found out that stem glasses and golf carts don’t mix.  Plastic 

cups only in my cart! 

Next, we have the Deep Freeze for the weekend of the 20th – 21st.  

Get your team together and sign up.   It’s an annual RBCC event that 

I always look forward to. 

One item that the golf committee has discussed is that of permitting 

play by non-tournament golfers during tournaments if space permits.  

We want our members to be restricted as little as possible from play-

ing; and, when a tournament doesn’t tie up the whole course, play 

will be allowed for non-tournament members.  Pace of play will 

follow the normal pace of the tournament players. 

Did you know that the average distance from the stakes to the edge 

of the water around a hazard establishes a line that coincides with 

the contour of the water’s edge?  Did you also know that if your ball 

buries in a hazard you can uncover the ball to make sure it is yours, 

but then you have to cover it back up in the original position leaving 

at least enough of the ball showing so you know where it is? Lastly, 

you can only fix ball marks on a green?  If your shot lands just short 

of the green and makes a pitch mark off the green you can’t repair 

that mark (until your next shot is made) if it improves your line to 

the hole. 

I don’t know about you but I am thinking GREEN.  Today in the 

rain and cold I noticed a little more green.  I can’t wait until that 

Saturday morning when I come down Golf Course Drive and look 

toward 9 and 18 and see a brighter shade of GREEN.   

 

See you on the course, 

Al Gardner 

    Golf Committee Report 
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Queens of the Bayou Committee 
Ladies Golf Association 

Rocky Bayou Country Club 

March 1st 

 
Dear Fellow Members and Sponsors - 

  

It's hard to believe, but it's been another year since our very suc-

cessful Queens of the Bayou Invitational Tournament!  Our third 

annual event will take place on April 6, 2010, and the applications 

are already pouring in.   I'm certain that, just as in years past, we'll 

be turning away those who are not "early birds." 

  

Your support is vital to the success of this tournament.  We're hop-

ing that you'll show your generous support once again.  Corporate 

sponsorship signs begin at $100, and individual and small business 

sign sponsorships begin at $25. 

  

We are asking that all donations be submitted no later than March 

20.  Please notify me if any changes need to be made to your 

sign.  Checks can be left at the RBCC Proshop desk or mailed to 

me at 820 Lake Amick Drive, Niceville, FL 32578. 

  

For more information you may contact me at 678-7418 or via email 

at Wilson820@cox.net. 

  

We appreciate your generosity, 

       

    Vicki Wilson 
    "Queen" of Signs 

 

Two things are different about what I can buy versus what the average 

homeowner can buy.  First, the type of pre-emergent herbicide.  What we 

apply can be found, but it is not typically applied on most home lawns.  

In any event, now is the correct time to apply pre-emergent herbicides.  

The second difference is the fertilizer coating.  Most fertilizers sold to 

homeowners are designed to release immediately after application.  The 

intent is for the homeowner to see immediate results, therefore, believing 

they have bought ―miracle fertilizer.‖  Don’t be fooled by this, you may 

be buying a cheap type of nitrogen or iron that releases quickly and will 

not last.  Whatever the case, it’s exciting to discuss preparations for 

spring and summer!!! 

 

As always thank you for your continued support and cooperation.  Please 

continue to repair ball marks, sand divots, and use cart paths where 

available.  Be sure to invite a guest or new member to join your group 

for a round of golf. 

 

Wayne Phillips 
Golf Course Superintendent 

Golf Course Superintendent's Message (Continued from page 1)  

 

     Queens of the Bayou 

1. 13 over par; 2. Jimmy Demaret; 3. Ben Hogan; 4. Fuzzy Zoel-
ler; 5. Seve Ballesteros; 6. Mark O’Meara; 7. Thursday April 8 

mailto:Wilson820@cox.net
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Bridge Connection Reports 

Monday Bridge Wednesday Bridge 
 
 
 

January 27th 
 

1st Jody Hardison 
2nd Ann Cansler 

 
 

February 3rd 
1st  Jean Belue 

2nd Jody Hardison 
 
 

February 10th 
1st  Sally Dryden 

 
 
 

February 17th 
1st   Donna Dagwell 
2nd Jody Hardison 

 
 

February  1rd 

1st Lorraine Rynearson 

2nd Janet Brooks 

3rd Kathy McKelvey 

 

February 9th 

1st Barbara Roberts 

2nd Rae Grimmig 

3rd Betty Flowers 
 

February 15th 

1st Margaret McInnis 

2nd Barbara Cilek 

3rd Sue Tarkin 
 

February 21st 

1st  Rae Grimmig 

2nd Margaret McInnis 

3rd Janet Kouris 

 

Judy and Don 
Haugen  joined the 
Rocky Bayou Krewe 
and celebrated with 
other members and 

guests. 

 

Former RBCC President Don Burger and Jo get 
into the party mode. 

New members Jody 
Klein and Al Max-
well join long-time 

member Bonney 
Hanson and her 

guest Jerry  Atkins 
at the celebration. 

 

Terry Wilson accompanies “Madame X” 

to the Rocky Bayou Krewe Mardi Gras party 

L to R:  Bonnie and Bob Weideman, Sharon and Bill Ost-
hoff, and Wanda and Brian Cruttenden enjoyed the 
Mardi Gras party at the club. 

Joan Hegarty, 
Darlene 

Bracegirdle, and 
Vicki Wilson get 
lead the conga 
line at Mardi 

Gras.  



LGA President's Message (Continued from page 4) 

 

assist in deferring costs of this tournament and, hopefully, get 

next year’s tournaments off to a good start with a little extra in the 

bank. 

 

“Overall Winner Bonnie Weideman 67” 
 

Flight 1 1st Fran Jacobs  68 

 2nd   Marion Chapman  73 

 3rd Brenda Meeboer  74 

    

Flight 2 1st  Ann Wittkopp  69 

 2nd  Marilyn Reizenwitz  72 

 3rd  Bonney Hanson  74 

    

Flight 3 1st  Helen Kirby  70 

 2nd  Jeanne Shaw  76 

 3rd  Barbara Roberts  76 

    

Flight 4 1st  Gloria Hall  70 

 2nd  Janet Kouris  73 

 3rd  Connie Ryan  81 

    

Flight 5 1st  Pat McNeil  73 

 2nd  Beth Franz  80 

 3rd  Joan Hegarty  80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am hoping for better weather soon so we will get a great crowd out for 

Tuesday play. See you on the course soon!!     

 

See you Tuesday, Wanda Liphard 

 
 

Our sympathies go out to Cathy and Charles Henriott on the loss of 

Charles’s father, Hank, who passed away on  February 22nd. 

 

 

 

Check out your Masters knowledge 

 
1. Ben Hogan first played the Masters in 1938. What was his score? 

2. The first player to break par in all four rounds of The Masters won 

the 1947 tournament. Who? 

3. This golfer was the loser in two different Masters playoffs. Who? 

4. The first sudden-death playoff at The Masters took place in 1979. 

Who was the winner? 

5. Before Tiger Woods won The Masters at age 21, this golfer's victory 

at age 23 made him the youngest champion. 

6. Who is the oldest first-time winner of The Masters? 

7. What date does the 2010 Masters begin? 

(answers elsewhere in the newsletter) 

 
 

 

 

The bylaws changes approved by the 

membership in November were a good 

start; but, we need to continue the process 

to keep them current and consistent with 

the way the board and club operate.  

 

I'm ready to start the next round of bylaws 

review/update, and am looking for volun-

teers to participate as committee mem-

bers.  If you're willing, e-mail or call me. 

 

Best regards, 

Bill Osthoff 
 

 
 

Clubhouse & Pool Report (Continued from page 4) 

 

Bonney states that she and her department can get the job done with 

cooperation from administration.  Basically, the onus is on the food & 

beverage department to reap these savings for the club, but it won’t be 

reflected on the department’s bottom  line and financial statements. 

 

This year Easter will be celebrated on April 4th—the first Sunday of the 

month.  The food & beverage department will offer a grand brunch with 

all the exquisite foods we expect to be served on the Holiest of all days 

in Christiandom.  Put it on your calendar now and bring your family for 

a sumptuous feast.  We will be serving from 9:30 thru 1:00 so that we 

can try to accommodate all.  

 

  Spring (with apologies to Haiku poets) 

walk by the garden 

chat up my lovely flowers 

on the way to golf 

 

Best wishes, 

Roberta Powell 
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Long time member Flossie Garbett last year when she was 

feeling better.  Flossie is being assisted due to health issues 

at the Bluewater Bay Manor.  Keep her in your prays for a 

steady recovery. 

Closest to the Pin 

 Hole #4 Jo Burger 16’9‖ 

 Hole # 8 Jeanne Shaw 8’8.5‖ 

 Hole #12 Rally for the Cure Vivian Lynn 6’7‖‖ 

    Bylaws Committee Report 
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Robert Tyre Jones, Jr. 

March 17, 1902 ï December 18, 1971 

 

Bobby Jones won his first tournament at the age of six and made the third round of the U.S. Amateur Championship at 14. That same year, 

1916, he won the Georgia State Amateur Championship. He was trained and coached by club professional Stewart Maiden, a native of Car-

noustie, Scotland, who was a very fine player. 

 

The younger Jones sometimes battled his own temper on the course, but later cured this problem as he became more experienced. He qualified 

for his first U.S. Open at age 18 in 1920. He won the Southern Amateur three times, 1917, 1920, and 1922. 

 

Jones was not only a consummately skilled golfer, but he also exemplified the principles of sportsmanship and fair play. He was in the final 

playoff of the 1925 U.S. Open at the Worcester Country Club when his ball ended up in the rough just off the fairway, and as he was setting 

up to play his shot, his iron caused a slight movement of the ball. He turned to the marshals, and called a penalty on himself. not knowing that 

he would lose the tournament by one stroke. When he was praised for his gesture, Jones replied, "You may as well praise a man for not rob-

bing a bank." The USGA's sportsmanship award is named the Bob Jones Award in his honor. 

 

The idea for Augusta National originated with Bobby Jones, who wanted to build a golf course after his retirement from the game. He sought 

advice from Clifford Roberts, who later became the Chairman of the club. They came across a piece of land in Augusta, Georgia, of which 

Jones said: "Perfect! And to think this ground has been lying here all these years waiting for someone to come along and lay a golf course 

upon it." Jones hired Alister MacKenzie to design the course, and work began in 1931. The course formally opened in 1933. 

 

When the Masters [Augusta National Invitational] was created the other serious golf tournaments that existed, the U. S. Open and the PGA, 

had never been played in the deep South.  So, in 1934, Bobby Jones sent out invitations to prominent golfers to play in his tournament to be 

held at Augusta the first week in April—this was the time of the year when players were transitioning from their winter play in south Florida 

back to the northern states. 

 

The tournament was so new in 1934 that it wasn't even called The Masters. Co-founder Clifford Roberts wanted to use that name from the 

start for the event, but co-founder Bobby Jones, according to the official Masters Web site, thought the name too presumptuous—a little 

tacky, in the common vernacular. So in 1934 the tournament was born as the "Augusta National Invitation Tournament." 

 

Horton Smith won the first Invitational at Augusta with scores of 70-72-70-72 and $1500. 

 

Bobby Jones’s name is forever linked in golfers’ memories with excellence in and the love of golf, sportsmanship, and the first major golf 

tournament of the year—the Masters at Augusta National. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnoustie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnoustie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alister_MacKenzie

